TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, November 20, 2008 

6:00 P.M.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

Open Road Commissioner position applications

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of November 6th

Selectmen’s Orders

At 7:00 Emergency Management Plan

ROAD CONDITIONS 

RECYCLING


SWIP grant

DISCUSSION


Sidewalk project

ACTION

OLD BUSINESS

CORRESPONDENCE

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held on Thursday, December 4, 2008 at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Office.

UNAPPROVED

TOWN OF STAMFORD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

November 6, 2008

PRESENT:
Selectmen:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Helen Fields, William Rivard and



Daniel Tatro.  David Saldo was not at the meeting.



Christopher Roy, Joel Howard and Matthew Snyder, Bennington County Sheriff’s 

Department.



Stanley Trala and David Peck, Town Highway employees.



William Levine, Terry Mattimore, David Bugbee and Jeannette Maroni, Visitors.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

CLERK PRO TEM

Daniel Tatro was named Clerk Pro Tem in the absence of David Saldo.

HEARING OF VISITORS

1.  Terry Mattimore spoke with Selectmen about road conditions on Sumner Road.  In her 30 years of driving school bus, her opinion is Sumner Road has safety issues.  Ms. Mattimore asked why we need a three man crew when in the past only two did a great job and why do we need outside services.  Selectmen said the answer was experience of the former crew.

2.  David Bugbee said it is time to hire a full time qualified road commissioner who has the knowledge and ability to do the job.

3.  David Peck stated the need for road materials to complete road projects and the lack of on the job training for new employees and maintenance that is needed on town equipment.

4.  MOTION by Daniel Tatro to allow Sheila Lawrence contact Casey Madison in order to assess our road conditions and prioritize the work that will be necessary to keep our roads safe.

SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

5.  Helen Fields said she has been stunned by the hostility of residents with complaints concerning the conditions on town roads.

RESIGNATION

Stanley Trala submitted a letter of resignation from the road crew.  Selectmen tabled the decision on the resignation for two weeks.

ROAD COMMISSINER POSITION

Selectmen reviewed, revised and adopted the job description of Road Commissioner for the Town of Stamford.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to advertise in the Transcript and Bennington Banner for the position of Road Commissioner.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Applications for the position of Road Commissioner will be reviewed at the next meeting of the Board on Thursday, November 20th.

MINUTES

Minutes of October 23rd were amended.  In the “Emergency Management Board meeting” the time of the meeting will be 7:00 p.m. and the meeting will be held in the Town Office instead of the School Hall.  MOTION by Helen Fields to approve the minutes of October 23, 2008 as amended.  SECONDED by Daniel Tatro.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTMEN’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 48

$    6,150.73  payroll



WARRANT # 49

$113,271.28  cash disbursements

CORRESPONDENCE

Selectmen reviewed a letter of complaint from Hugo and Jeannette Maroni on a property on Lincoln Road, stating an odor from the septic system and the building is not on a cement slab.  The letter will be turned over to the Administrative Officer for review.

BENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

1.  Lieutenant Matthew Snyder and Selectmen reviewed a one year contract and a three year contract proposals from the Bennington County Sheriff’s Department.  MOTION by William Rivard to accept the three year contract.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Selectmen signed the three year contract proposal.

2.  The traffic cart will be coming to Stamford in the next few weeks.

3.  Lt. Snyder was told of speeding in the school parking lot and his suggestion was warning letters.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to enter into Executive Session to discuss employee relations.  Entered into Executive Session at 8:45 p.m.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to exit Executive Session.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Exited Session at 10:05 p.m.  Results of Executive Session:  Discussion only.

RECYCLING

1.  Selectmen reviewed a request to reimburse a recycling card purchased in the spring of 2008.  Selectmen stated the old system is over.  The new system is in effect.  The new system gives a break on the cost of using the Recycling Center, being a one time annual fee for a pass, instead of punch cards that have to be purchased as needed.

2.  Helen Fields will contact Lissa Stark for assistance in submitting an application for the FY09 SWIP Implementation Plan.  The grant award may as much as $2,000.00.

TOWN ATTORNEY

Selectmen made the decision to retain the legal services of Attorney Laurie A. Rowell who is now working with the firm of Fitts, Olson and Giddings in Brattleboro.  Rates will remain the same as the former firm of Kristensen, Cummings and Phillips.  MOTION by Daniel Tatro to keep Laurie A. Rowell as Town Attorney.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion

APPROVED.

VERMONT STATE NUCLEAR ADVISORY PANEL

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to have Helen Fields attend the Vermont State Nuclear Advisory Panel meeting in Brattleboro on November 20th.  SECONDED by Daniel Tatro.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION to adjourn by Sheila Lawrence.  SECONDED by Daniel Tatro.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be on Thursday,

November 20th at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Office.  A meeting of the Emergency Management Board to discuss a rapid response plan will be at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Daniel B. Tatro








Clerk Pro Tem

DBT/pmr

REMINDER

TAX BILLS

Tax bills have been mailed to property owners.  Taxes are due by Thursday, November 20th.

