TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S WORK SESSION

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, March 26, 2009

7:00 PM

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

LOAN BIDS

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of March 12th  and March 19th 


Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS 


SWIP update

RECYCLING

DISCUSSION


FEMA update


Sidewalk project update with Jeff Mast


Administrative Assistant

ACTION

CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held on Thursday, April 9, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Office.

TOWN OF STAMFORD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S WORK SESSION

March 19, 2009

6:40 PM

PRESENT:
Selectmen:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Helen Fields, William Rivard 



and Peter Basel.

Selectmen met for a work session on Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 6:40 p.m. regarding the position of Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen.  The Board worked on a job description, hours and compensation.  The Board of Selectmen will continue discussion at the next regularly scheduled meeting on March 26, 2009.

MOTION to adjourn by Peter Basel.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The work session was concluded at 7:15 p.m.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr




TOWN OF STAMFORD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

March 12, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectmen:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Helen Fields, William Rivard 



and Peter Basel.  John Tatro was not at the meeting.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Debra Darling, Shawn Wimpenny, Andrea Wimpenny, Linda Nash-Mullett 


and Mitchell Mullett.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MOTION by Helen Fields to nominate Sheila Lawrence as Chairman of the Selectboard.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to nominate Helen Fields as Vice Chairman of the Selectboard.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to nominate Peter Basel as Clerk of the Selectboard.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

DESIGNATION OF MEETING DATES

MOTION by William Rivard to keep the second and fourth Thursdays of the month as meeting days for the Selectboard.  Meeting dates can be adjusted according to schedules of board members.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

DESIGNATION OF NEWSPAPER FOR PUBLICATION

MOTION William Rivard to use the North Adams Transcript as the newspaper for publications.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

HEARING OF VISITORS

1.  Shawn and Andrea Wimpenny spoke to the Selectmen about the soft road conditions on County Road.  They feel the road conditions were worse than ever.  Linda Mullett also spoke about the road conditions on County Road.  Pictures of the soft conditions were presented to the Selectmen for the road file.  The Selectboard and the road crew are well aware of the road conditions on all town roads and are using all resources available to get residents to their homes.

2.  Debra Darling was elected auditor in the March 3rd election.  She asked about her duties in this position.  Ms. Darling is the first person to be elected to the auditor position in many years.  Selectmen will check with the Vermont League of Cities and Towns for a description of an elected auditors duties.  She was invited to attend the next Selectman’s meeting for an update.

ROAD COMMISSIONER

David R. Tatro spoke with Selectmen about the soft road conditions.  All graveled town roads have been affected.  Mr. Tatro began his duties on March 1st.  He is learning about the local resources for assistance when necessary.  MOTION by Helen Fields for Sheila Lawrence to remain as road supervisor.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED. A long term road plan for improvements is being worked on.  Once weather permits, ditches will be opened for proper drainage.  Sheila Lawrence recommended blue slate gravel for the roads.  The route for snow plowing was discussed.

MINUTES

MOTION by Helen Fields to approve the minutes of February 26, 2009 as written.  SECONDED by Sheila Lawrence.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTMEN’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #  9

$    6,850.10  payroll



WARRANT #10

$  30,181.12  cash disbursements

APPOINTMENTS
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint Ronald Plock as Administrative Officer for a three year term.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint David Saldo to the Zoning Board of Adjustment as an alternate member for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint Victoria Jefferies to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a three year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint Stephen Eddy to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a three year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint Robert Barlow to the Conservation Commission for a four year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

CONSERVATON COMMISSION

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint Martin Cristofolini to the Conservation Commission for a four year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TOWN SERVICE OFFICER

MOTION by Helen Fields to appoint Sheila Lawrence as Town Service Officer for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

Selectmen signed the appointment letter for the State of Vermont.

ROAD COMMISSIONER

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint David R. Tatro as Road Commissioner for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TREE WARDEN

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint John Tatro as Tree Warden for a one year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ENERGY COORDINATOR

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint William Levine as Energy Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

CIVIL DEFENSE COORDINATOR

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint William Levine as Civil Defense Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ASSISTANT CIVIL DEFENSE COORDINATOR

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint Sheila Lawrence as Assistant Civil Defense Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SEPTIC OFFICER

MOTION by Helen Fields to appoint Maura Hawkins-Coniglio as Septic Officer for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

FENCE VIEWERS

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint the Selectmen as Fence Viewers for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

INSPECTORS OF COAL & LUMBER

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint the Selectmen as Inspectors of Coal & Lumber for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

INSPECTORS OF SHINGLES & WOOD

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint the Selectmen as Inspectors of Shingles & Wood for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

GREEN UP DAY COORDINATOR

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint Helen Fields as Green Up Day Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

PLANNING COMMISSION

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint Stephen Bechtel to the Planning Commission for a four year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

PLANNING COMMISSION

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint David Saldo to the Planning Commission for a four year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

RECYCLING

1.  Helen Field is working with Lissa Stark on the SWIP program.  The school recycling plan will be part of the plan.

2.  Ms. Field is seeking a more convenient place for a hazardous waste collection site.  It is required to have two days a year for hazardous waste collection and the past site was to far away for resident participation.

ICE STORM DAMAGE

FEMA Officials and Town Officials will meet on Friday, March 13th for a review of the ice storm damage from the storm in December of 2008.  A site inspection will be conducted on Friday, March 13th.  FEMA reimbursement will be 75% of costs for the ice storm.

MOTION by William Rivard to sign the paperwork from the State of Vermont regarding the ice storm.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The State of Vermont will pay an additional 15% of costs for the ice storm.

CONTINUATION OF THE JUNE 9, 2008 TOWN MEETING

At the Town Meeting on March 2, 2009 the continuation of the June 9, 2008 Special Town Meeting, was held first.  Voters of Stamford approved hiring an administrative assistant for the Town of Stamford.  Selectmen will look into the duties of an administrative assistant prior to advertising for the position.  Discussion will continue at the work session on March 19, 2009.

REVIEW OF TOWN MEETING

At the Town Meeting on March 2, 2009,  the voters of Stamford made the decision to amend Article 2 to read the increase in the budget will be limited to only a 5% increase over last year (2008).  Selectmen reviewed the budget and determined what expenditures could be cut.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to enter into Executive Session to review salaries.  SECONDED by William Rivard. All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Entered into Executive Session at 8:15 p.m.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to exit Executive Session.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Exited Executive Session at 8:25 p.m.

Results of Executive Session:  To cut the proposed raise in salary for the clerks in half.  The vote was three yeas, being Sheila Lawrence, Helen Fields and Peter Basel.  One nay vote, being William Rivard.  Majority of the Board in favor, the cuts decided.  Sheila Lawrence stated this was not meant to be disrespectful to the clerks.  This was because the voters at Town Meeting demanded cuts and the Selectboard members were following the will of the Town.

MOTION by Helen Fields to approve the clerk’s cuts and other cuts in the budget to meet the limitation of 5% over the 2008 budget as directed.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TREASURER

1.  Selectmen reviewed and confirmed the February 2009 bank balances for the Town of Stamford accounts.

2.  Selectmen approved the Treasurer to look into rates for a line of credit loan in anticipation of tax revenue to pay the school and for the operation of the Town for up to $200,000.00.

MOTION to adjourn by William Rivard.  SECONDED  by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

The Selectman in their capacity of Liquor Control Board will meet on Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. to review applications for license renewals.

The Selectmen will hold a work session on Thursday, March 19th immediately following the Liquor Control Board meeting regarding a Town Administrative Assistant.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be on Thursday,

March 26th at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.

REMINDERS

DOG LICENSES

Dog licenses are now available for 2009 at the Town Office.

All dogs or wolf-hybrids more than six months old on or before April 1, 2009 are to be licensed by April 1st .  To obtain a license, owners must provide a current rabies certificate to show the dog or wolf-hybrid has been vaccinated.  Copies of all rabies vaccination certificates for dogs and wolf-hybrids shall be filed with the Town Clerk.

Fees are as follows: $7.00 for each male/female unneutered dog or wolf-hybrid, $4.00 for each neutered male/female dog or wolf-hybrid.  In addition $3.00 will be charged for each license sold.  This $3.00 will be sent to the State of Vermont, $1.00 for their rabies control program and $2.00 for their spaying/neutering program.  On July 1st the state fee for their spaying/neutering program will increase to $3.00.
All cats shall be inoculated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian.  A person may use an approved vaccine to inoculate a feral feline that takes up residence in a building other than the person's home and need not use the services of a licensed veterinarian for this purpose.

It has been suggested by the Board of Selectmen that a photo of a registered dog in the files would be helpful when a dog is missing or found.  Anyone interested in submitting a photo of their dog for the files may do so.
