TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, April 30, 2009

7:00 PM

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

FINAL REVIEW NEW TRUCK SPECTS

HEARING OF VISITORS


CJ Vadnais:  RE:  FairPoint Communications/Broadband

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of April 9th

Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS 


Sign town highway financial plan


Review VLCT garage survey


Sign overweight permits


Review snow season status


Sign pole order

RECYCLING


Hazardous Waste Collection Event


Update SWIP program

DISCUSSION


Sucker Pond restoration proposal


Review job applications


Review March bank balances


Review agreement with Fire Department


Review FairPoint easement in school yard

ACTION


Unregistered dog

CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held on Thursday, May 14, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Office.

UNNAPROVED

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 9, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Helen Fields, William Rivard 



and Peter Basel.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Ron Plock, Planning Commission.



Bruce Richardson, Conservation Commission.



Paula Plock, Library Trustee.



Deborah Darling, Auditor.



Josh Gorman, Vermont DEC



Richard Galotti, Forest Service



Ryan Thurber, Mike Lynch, Mark Atherton, Dave Johnson, Daniel Tatro, 



David Saldo, Robert Tucker, Leslie Singer and Jeannette Maroni, Visitors.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectboard.

HEARING OF VISITORS

1.  Josh Gorman, Vermont DEC, presented an informal proposal of the Sucker Pond (Lake Hancock) restoration project.  The goal is to restore riparian vegetation, reduce sediment and phosphorous inputs to the lake and provide safe, low impact access to the lakeshore.  Sucker Pond is located in the Town of Stamford and was once used as drinking water for Bennington.  The Town of Bennington has a right of access buffer strip around Sucker Pond.  The design to control access and to improve vehicle parking is being planned.  The Bennington Trail Conservancy with the help of students will clean the site.  Camp owners near Sucker Pond will be notified of the plans.  This seems like a worthwhile project to protect this beautiful recreation area.  The Selectboard will make a site visit to Sucker Pond.

2.  Ryan Thurber, Woodford Selectboard, asked about response from the Forest Service regarding the letters sent from the Stamford Selectboard dated October 17, 2006 and May 2, 2007.  The Selectboard expressed concerns as to safety of the public using Dunville Hollow Road where a tank trap was installed to deny access.  There has been no written reply from the Forest Service.  Bruce Richardson has been documenting ancient roads in Stamford and has not found documents to support this road being laid out as a highway.  It will take more research to be able call it a public way.  The road has been used for years for recreation access into the forest.

MINUTES

MOTION by Helen Fields to approve the minutes of March 26, 2009 as written.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 14

$       250.00  payroll



WARRANT # 15

$    5,659.88  payroll



WARRANT # 16

$  90,775.52  cash disbursements

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  Daniel Tatro and David Tatro will be looking into pricing of the new truck for the highway department.  The Selectboard approved them to seek different pricing.

2.  The street sweeper will sweep roads and the school yard the week of school break in April.

3.  The Agency of Transportation will meet with local officials on Monday, April 13th at 9:00 a.m. in the Town Office to review last year’s budget and to set up next years budget.  The expenses for muddy roads will be discussed for possible aid.

4.  A list of missing road signs was reviewed.  It was decided to replace missing signs so emergency response will not be delayed.

5.  Posted signs still remain on a few town roads until conditions are dry.

6.  The Selectboard will go on road tour with the Road Commissioner to view road conditions
7.  The Selectboard discussed the facilities at the Town Garage.  MOTION by Helen Fields to approve a porta potty for the Town Garage.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

RECYCLING

1.  MOTION by Helen Fields to sign the agreement for the Solid Waste Implementation Program

Grant.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The agreement was signed and sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation.  The award was for $2,000.00.

2.  The Free Hazardous Waste Collection Day will be on Saturday, May 9th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Shaftsbury Solid Waste Facility, 536 North Road, Shaftsbury VT.  Stamford residents need a valid green recycling card for proof of residency.  Directions are available at the Town Office.  Volunteers for the event from Stamford would be appreciated.  Contact Helen Fields at 694-1526.  The Selectboard signed a contract with the Town of Shaftsbury to be included in the two Hazardous Waste events for 2009.  Each event will cost our town $2,000.00.

GREEN UP DAY

Green Up Day will be on Saturday, May 2nd.  Green up bags are available at the Town Office for anyone who wants to participate.  For more information contact Helen Fields at 694-1526.

HOUSE NUMBERS

William Levine said some houses are not in compliance with house numbering regulations.  It is imperative for emergency response to be able to locate houses by number.  Grants may be available for this purpose and will be looked into.

TENNIS COURT PROPOSAL

Selectmen signed the proposal from Vermont Tennis Court Surfacing for repairs to the tennis court. The $2,000.00 cost is for repairs due to the vandalism of last year.

FAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS

Ron Plock spoke to the Selectboard about FairPoint Communication’s request for an easement to install an equipment box at the front of the Stamford School.  This equipment will improve local communications.  FairPoint Communications will apply for local permits.

ZONING MEETING

The Planning Commission will hold an informational meeting on Saturday April 11th at

10:00 a.m. in the School Hall to discuss changes to the Zoning Bylaws.  Many of the changes are due to state mandates.  Others changes include newly created lots to be two acres to build on and the expansion of the rural zone.  A formal public hearing will be held at a later date.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to have William Rivard write a job description for the position of Administrative Assistant.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

RESIGNATION

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to accept the resignation of John Tatro from the Selectboard with regret.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

APPOINTMENT

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint Eunice Rice to fill the vacancy on the Selectboard until the next election.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  Peter Basel abstained from voting.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

LIBRARY

1.  Paula Plock asked the Selectboard to appoint Barbara Goldstein to the Board of Library Trustees.

MOTION by William Rivard to appoint Barbara Goldstein to fill the vacancy on the Library Board of Trustees until the next election.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2.  Ms. Plock asked for the library sign to be put up on the lawn.

MOTION by William Rivard to have the road crew erect the new sign on the front lawn for the Library.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor Motion APPROVED.

MOWING BID
MOTION by Peter Basel to accept the bid from Stanley Lawrence Jr. to mow the school grounds and to apply two applications of weed and feed to the soccer field for $1,650.00.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  Sheila Lawrence recused vote.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.
UNIFORM MUNICIPAL EXCESS WEIGHT PERMIT

1.  MOTION by William Rivard to approve a Uniform Municipal Excess Weight Permit from Clarksburg Construction Co., Inc.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2.  MOTION by William Rivard to approve a Uniform Municipal Excess Weight Permit from Cardinal Logistics Management Corporation.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The appropriate fees and insurance information were received for each applicant.

SCHOOL CONCERT

Beth Keplinger, Principal, asked the Selectboard to request the presence of the Bennington County Sheriff Department for the Rock Concert at the Stamford School on the evening of Saturday, May 16th .  As many as 200 people could attend this event.  Sheila Lawrence will contact the Bennington County Sheriffs Department for arrangements.

TREASURER

The Treasurer reported a change from the tax anticipation loan approved at the March 26th meeting to a line of credit. This was at a better interest rate.

AUDITOR MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS REPORT

Selectmen completed and signed the management and analysis report for the auditing firm of Love, Cody and Company.

UNREGISTERED DOG

The Selectboard will ask the Bennington County Sheriff’s Department’s assistance in dealing with the unregistered dog of Robert Diamond.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to enter into Executive Session to for an employee review.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor Motion APPROVED.  Entered into Executive Session at 9:30 p.m.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to exit Executive Session.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Exited Executive Session at 9:40 p.m.  Results of Executive Session:  To adjust the Road Commissioner’s rate of pay.

MOTION to adjourn by Helen Fields.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Selectboard will be on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr

