TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, May 28, 2009

5:30 p.m.  Interviews

7:00 p.m. Regular Selectmen’s Meeting

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

At 5:30 p.m.  Interview applicants for Administrative Assistant position

At 7:00 p.m.  Open Selectmen’s meeting

CALL TO ORDER

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of May 14th

Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS 

RECYCLING


SWIP agreement

DISCUSSION


Review FairPoint easement in school yard


Unregistered dog

ACTION

CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be held on Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Office.

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

May 14, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Helen Fields, William Rivard, 



Eunice Rice and Peter Basel.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Christopher Vadnais, Peter Grudin, William Levine and Carol Ethier-Kipp, 


Southern Vermont Broadband Co-Operative, Inc.



Lee Austin, FairPoint Communications.



Jeff Mast, Bennington County Regional Commission, by speakerphone.



David Saldo, Barbara Barlow, Alfred Gardner, Robert Rice and Joseph Gustafson, 

Visitors.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectboard.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

FAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS

Lee Austin, FairPoint Communications, spoke to Selectmen concerning a request for an easement with a bigger footprint to place additional equipment near the existing site on the School property.  This will provide DSL, high speed internet service and will upgrade phone service.  The next step is to have both the existing and new locations surveyed to present for town permits. Mr. Austin is the easement specialist for FairPoint Communication and was not able to answer the more technical questions asked by visitors at the meeting.  He suggested compiling the questions and e-mail them to his office for answers at the next Selectmen’s meeting.

Jeff Mast, by speakerphone, reviewed a diagram of Fairpoint Communication’s plans and thought it would not be an issue with the Sidewalk Project.  Conceptual plans will be provided to Mr. Mast by FairPoint Communications.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to table discussion until more information is available.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

HEARING OF VISITORS

1.  Alfred Gardner submitted a citizen’s complaint and spoke to Selectmen about a neighbor encroaching on his property.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to post a notice for the Selectboard to meet Sunday morning on May 17th at 8:00 a.m. at the home of Mr. Gardner to review the property lines in their capacity as fence viewers.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2.  Joseph Gustafson spoke to Selectmen about water draining on to his field.  A trench was dug to divert water from going down Sumner Road.  The Road Commissioner and Sheila Lawrence will review the area and try to come up with a remedy.

MINUTES

Correction to the minutes of April 30th, in Road Commissioner’s comments #3, the Road Commissioner to arrange for crushed gravel for town roads.

In Recycling #3 the SWIP plan is still being worked on.

MOTION by Peter Basel to approve the minutes of April 30, 2009 as amended.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 19

$    5661.58  payroll



WARRANT # 20

$  15,793.09  cash disbursements

LINCOLN ROAD

1.  A citizen’s complaint was reviewed about speeding on Lincoln Road.  The Bennington County Sheriff’s Department will be advised of this activity.

2.  The violation notice attempted to be served by the Bennington County Sheriff’s Department was not answered by Patrick Gray, owner of the property on Lincoln Road.

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to enter Executive Session to review applications for the part time laborer position for the road crew and the Administrative Assistant position.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

Entered into Executive Session at 9:00 p.m.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to exit Executive Session.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

Exited Executive Session at 9:20 p.m.

Results of Executive Session:

1.  To offer the position of part time laborer for the road crew to Michael Lavariere.

2.  To interview applicants for the Administrative Assistant position on Thursday, May 28th starting at 5:30 p.m.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  The roof at the Town Garage is leaking.  An estimate of $800.00 for repairs from Richard Arnold was reviewed.  MOTION by William Rivard to accept the estimate and fix the roof.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2.  The overhead doors at the Town Garage are showing signs of rot on the bottom.  An estimate for a new overhead door with pass door of $4,100.00 from Overhead Door Company of Pittsfield, Inc. was reviewed.  Parts from the replaced door could be salvaged and used on the other overhead door.  MOTION by Helen Fields to proceed with the repairs under special projects fund.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

3.  The fuel tank containment was discussed.  Mr. Tatro will be in contact with the State for recommendation for compliance in the matter.

4.  A concern of salt run off from the salt pile was discussed.  Suggestions from a possible cover for the salt pile or the storage of the salt at the old state shed on Main Road were discussed.

5.  The heavy rains have caused some wash out on town roads filling ditches.  The town crew is working on fixing the problems caused by the heavy rains.

6.  A three to five year plan for major road work is in the planning stages.

7.  David Tatro and David Peck attended a flagging class and will be certified for traffic control.

RECYCLING

The Free Hazardous Waste Collection Day was on Saturday, May 9th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Shaftsbury Solid Waste Facility and was called a success.

GREEN UP DAY

Green Up Day was held Saturday, May 2nd.  Sixty bags of trash were removed from the highways by volunteers.  A big thank you for all participants of this yearly community event.

BENNINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL COMMISSION

MOTION by Eunice Rice to sign a letter for the Bennington County Regional Commission to release federal funds to pay the 80 % of the contractor’s bills for the Sidewalk Project.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TREASURER

The Selectboard reviewed and confirmed financial statements for the month of April.

SPEEDING SCHOOL BUS

The school bus noticed speeding on The Lane, that has a 25 mile per hour speed limit, was identified as a Dufour bus.  It was speeding while carrying students.  The School Board is involved and the company and the school involved will be notified.

SUCKER POND

Peter Basel, Eunice Rice and Robert Rice participated in a site visit to Sucker Pond on Friday, May 8th to view the area and to hear about the restoration plans for this recreational site.

XEROX CONTRACT

The Selectboard approved the annual contract for the Xerox machine.

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Selectboard is scheduled for May 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr

REMINDERS

The Recycling Center has resumed Wednesday hours from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Wednesday hours will continue to the last Wednesday in October. 
