UNAPPROVED

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD HEARING ON PROPOSED

ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENTS

June 25, 2009

The Stamford Selectboard met on June 25th at 6:00 p.m. in the School Hall for a public hearing on the proposed Zoning By-law amendments as presented by the Planning Commission.

Present:  Selectboard members, Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Eunice Rice, Peter Basel,

Helen Fields and William Rivard.

Ronald Plock, Planning Commission.

David R. Tatro, Road Comissioner.

Robert Barlow, Barbara Barlow and Leon Beverly, Visitors.

Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectboard.

The hearing was called to order by Sheila Lawrence at 6:00 p.m. in the School Hall.

Lori Shepard spoke with Greg Burke from the Bennington County Regional Commission and reported back on multi-family residences.  It is not a state requirement for a minimum acreage for multi-family residences but three acres is becoming the accepted standard.

Peter Basel reminded the audience the three acre rule is in effect under Section 4.2 Zoning By-laws in conditional use, approved in 1999.

Mr. Burke recommended that the Selectboard either adopt or deny the proposed Zoning By-law as a whole and not separate issues.

Ron Plock, Planning Commission, explained the new regulations regarding lot size is for new development.  Acre lots owned now are considered grandfathered as long as the new state septic and water requirements can be met.  No permits for multi-family dwellings have been applied for.

Mr. Plock asked the Selectboard to make an inconsequential change in a zoning regulation.  He asked for the sign requirement be changed from six square feet to twelve square feet.  Zoning By-law 4.1.3.  MOTION by Helen Fields to change the sign requirement to read not to exceed 12 square feet.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

Leon Beverly encouraged Selectmen to plan for the future and consider a long range plan for a study on a public water supply, like a deep well.

David Tatro mentioned public water supply could become a burden on the town as it has in other towns.

Three issues of the Zoning By-law amendments discussed were:

1.  Revisions to comply with revised state statutes, 24 V.S.A. Chapter 117.

2.  Lot acreage increase for new development from one acre to two acres for a one family dwelling and three acres for a multi-family dwelling.

3.  The revision of the zoning map to allow for an expanded rural zone.

MOTION by William Rivard to adjourn the public hearing.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The public hearing on the proposed Zoning By-law amendments was concluded at 6:39 p.m.  Discussion will follow at the Selectboard meeting scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m.
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UNAPPROVED

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

June 25, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Eunice Rice, Peter Basel,



Helen Fields and William Rivard.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES

MOTION by Peter Basel to approve the minutes of June 11, 2009 as written.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 25

$    6,052.61 payroll



WARRANT # 26

$  23,397.10  cash disbursements

FLAG DAY

Eunice Rice presented the Selectboard an American Flag received from her attendance at the Flag Day Ceremony in Bennington.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  The mower blade was repaired by the town crew and mowing of the side of town roads has begun.

2.  David Tatro and David Peck will attend a workshop on culvert installation presented by Vermont Local Roads Program.

3.  While working on a culvert on Tatro Road it was necessary to do some work to a driveway.  A neighbor took exception to the work and complained to the road crew.

RECYCLING

1.  MOTION by Helen Fields to pass the secretarial duties of the recycling program including hazardous waste program to Lori Shepard.  Ms. Shepard will work on the hazardous waste program with Lissa Stark from the Bennington County Regional Commission.  Ms. Fields will oversee the town recycling program as well as the school recycling program.  SECONDED by Sheila Lawrence.  Peter Basel opposed.  Majority of Board in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2.  Scrap metal is to be loaded by the bucket loader into the container and not to be loaded into the roll off by hand.

3.  Dogs at the recycling center must be on a leash or under control of the owner.  Ms. Shepard will send a memo to the Recycling Monitors about the decisions.

GRANTS

In searching for grants, Lori Shepard found some grants suitable for the Fire Department and will bring them to the attention of the Fire Chief.

AUDIT

The Selectboard reviewed the completed audit report from Love, Coty and Company.  Suggestions on segregations of duties were discussed and confirmed.

TREE WARDEN

The Tree Warden, John Tatro, has inspected the dead trees on Clough Road and East Road and suggested bids be sought from a tree firm because of the electric wires located near the trees.  Green Mountain Power Co. will be contacted for a possible solution.

DOG OFFICER

Information from a person interested in the dog officer position was not available at this meeting.

UNIFORM MUNICIPAL EXCESS WEIGHT PERMIT

MOTION by William Rivard to approve the Uniform Municipal Excess Weight Permit from Barkus Excavating.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The appropriate fees and insurance information was received from the applicant.

ZONING DECISION

MOTION by William Rivard to accept the amendments to the Zoning By-laws as recommended by the Planning Commission.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  

The new Zoning By-laws will take effect July 16, 2009.

PILT PROGRAM

The town has received $27,716.00 for the Payment in Lieu of Taxes Program on Federal lands.

OFFICE EQUIPMENT

Carl Robare fixed the typewriter in the Town Office.  MOTION by Peter Basel to thank Mr. Robare with a gift certificate from Dunkin Donuts.  SECONDED by Sheila Lawrence.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

RECORDING FEES

The State of Vermont has increased recording fees from $8.00 to $10.00 per page.  The Town Clerk proposed using the increase of $2.00 to establish a fund for the computerization of land records.  MOTION by William Rivard to establish a fund for the computerization of land records.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

INSERT FOR TAX BILLS

The Selectboard reviewed the insert for tax bills and made some recommendations.

TOWN OFFICE

The 4th of July holiday falls on a Saturday this year.  MOTION by William Rivard to observe the holiday on Friday, July 3rd for our employees.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The Town Office will be closed Friday July 3rd.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION by Helen Fields to enter into Executive Session to discuss employee relations.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Entered into Executive Session at 8:00 p.m.  MOTION to exit Executive Session by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by William Rivard.   Exited Executive Session at 8:10 p.m.  Results of Executive Session.  To set the pay scale for the Administrative Assistant.  The rate was accepted by Ms. Shepard. 

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, July 16, 2009

at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.
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REMINDERS

The Recycling Center has resumed Wednesday hours from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Wednesday hours will continue to the last Wednesday in October.

Recent vandalism has occurred on the tennis court and the school yard.  If anyone notices unusual activity at the school, please contact the school principal or a Selectboard member.
