TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, July 30, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

7:00 p.m. Jeff Mast, Bennington County Regional Commission

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of July 16th

Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS 

RECYCLING


SWIP agreement

DISCUSSION


Order to reappraise


All boards meeting

ACTION


Sign Warrant to collect taxes

CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

August 13, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Office.

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

July 16, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Eunice Rice, Peter Basel,



Helen Fields and William Rivard.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



John Tatro, Tree Warden.



William Levine, Visitor.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.



Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES

MOTION by Helen Fields to approve the public hearing zoning minutes of June 25, 2009 with wording suggestion changes.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Peter Basel to approve the Selectboard minutes of June 25, 2009 as written.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 27

$    7,062.63  payroll



WARRANT # 28

$  14,678.60  cash disbursements



WARRANT # 29

$    6,058.34  payroll



WARRANT # 30

$  12,796.12  cash disbursements

TREE WARDEN

John Tatro, Tree Warden, reported to Selectmen about three dead trees on Clough Road and East Road.  All are in the town right of way and are our responsibility.  Bids from Tree Works were reviewed.  Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant, checked with Green Mountain Power Co. concerning dead trees near wires.  They do not have trees cut unless they are leaning on wires.

MOTION by William Rivard to accept the bids of $125.00, $325.00 and $475.00 to cut and clear the trees, from Tree Works.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Mr. Tatro will contact Justin Henderson, from Tree Works, to schedule the tree removal.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  David Tatro and David Peck attended a workshop on culvert installation presented by Vermont Local Roads Program.

2.  A sink hole was noticed on Main Road, south of the school.  A state employee will be notified.

3.  A resident on Tatro Road is being rough on the roadway near her driveway.  Mr. Rivard will compose a letter asking for her cooperation on the roadway and send it by certified mail.

4.  Sheila Lawrence, David Tatro and John Tatro plan to attend a meeting in Clarksburg concerning West Road in Clarksburg that leads to Klondike Road in Stamford on Wednesday July 22nd.

BENNINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL COMMISSION

Lissa Stark and Jeff Mast from the Bennington County Regional Commission met with Ms. Shepard on Tuesday, July 11th in the Town Office.  Mr. Mast discussed the Sidewalk Project and other grants that may be available.  Ms. Stark discussed the S.W.I.P. program and the Hazardous Waste collection that is mandated to be part of the program.  An inventory of hazardous materials brought to the Shaftsbury facility in the spring 2009 collection will be compiled.    For better participation, it would be desirable to have a collection in Stamford, if it could be arranged at a reasonable cost.

2008 GRAND LIST

Selectmen signed the 2008 Grand List.  There are no suits pending against the 2008 Grand List.

GRANTS

1.  A local road grant is being considered.  The deadline for the application is September.

2.  A transportation grant for a salt shed is being looked into.  Stamford is one of a few towns without a salt shed.  Ron Plock will be asked for advice in placement of a salt shed in the area near the town garage.

3.  Nancy Bushika is checking into a grant for administration of elections.

DOG OFFICER

Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant, spoke to Marcia Evans about the Dog Officer’s position.  Information from Ms. Evans was reviewed.  The Dog Ordinance, fees and fines were discussed.

ORDER TO REAPPRAISE

The Selectboard reviewed an order from the State of Vermont, Property Valuation and Review, to reappraise based on the determination that Stamford’s 2008 common level of appraisal is 85.77% and coefficient of dispersion is 21.92%.  MOTION by Helen Fields to file for a deferment to reappraise.  SECONDED by Sheila Lawrence.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2009 TAX RATE

MOTION by William Rivard to set the 2009 tax rate as follows:  To accept the state education residential rate of $1.1735 and non residential rate of $ 1.5740 as calculated by the State of Vermont.  The municipal tax rate is $.2896 and the highway tax rate is $.3458.  The total residential rate is $1.8091 and the total non residential rate is $2.2096.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Tax bills will be mailed to property owners in August.

Inserts to be included with tax bills were finalized.

ZONING BYLAWS

MOTION by William Rivard to adopt and sign the Revised Zoning Bylaws.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The Selectmen signed and dated the Revised 

Zoning Bylaws, adopted June 25, 2009, effective July 16, 2009.

TREASURER

The Selectboard reviewed and confirmed financial statements for the month of June.

DELINQUENT TAXES

Sally A. Bohl, Collector of Delinquent Taxes, has brought the delinquent tax burden down to $13,562.58.  Selectmen applaud her efforts.

FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

The Selectboard reviewed information on the State of Vermont Forestry Program.  The program is looking for easements from landowners to access to areas in the forest for recreational purposes.  Town of Stamford has been enrolled in this program since 1993 but no residents are enrolled in the program.

RABID RACOON

A confirmed rabid raccoon bit a Stamford dog.  The dog had a rabies vaccination but died.  Anyone seeing a raccoon acting strangely is urged to call the game warden.

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, July 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr

REMINDERS

In order to vote at the school district special meeting you will need to register to vote by 

5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 26th by applying at the Stamford Town Office.

