TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

August 26, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Peter Basel and Eunice Rice.



Helen Fields and William Rivard were not at the meeting.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Mike Lynch, Bennington Trail Conservancy.



Thomas & Deborah Houghtaling, Stamford Community Church.



Marcia Evans and Carol Saldo, Visitors.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.



Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #36

$   5,632.65  payroll



WARRANT #37

$  20,450.04  cash disbursements

DOG OFFICER

Marcia Evans presented a proposal to work for the Town of Stamford as Dog Officer.  Selectmen reviewed and accepted the proposal.  MOTION by Sheila to appoint Marcia Evans as Dog Officer for the Town of Stamford.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Owners of unregistered dogs will be contacted.

BENNINGTON TRAIL CONSERVANCY

Mike Lynch from the Bennington Trail Conservancy spoke with the Selectboard concerning the approved loop for ATV traffic in Stamford and addressed three other issues.

1.  Mr. Lynch encouraged the Selectboard to include the trails from County Road to Sucker Pond and County Road to Stamford Pond on the Stamford highway map when the Ancient Road Committee presents their findings.

2.  Members of the ATV group will again be cleaning the trails and asked for the use of the Recycling Center.  Last year they collected 7 pickup trucks of trash from the trails.

3.  The trails in the town of Pownal have law enforcement from their local constable.  Mr. Lynch asked permission for the same law enforcement in Stamford.  Ms. Lawrence requires the request be in writing for a paper trail before any consideration.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  Sumner Road water diversion work has been completed.  All residents involved met with the Road Commissioner and signed an agreement for the water diversion.  This work will benefit Sumner Road.

2.  Ron Puchalsici, from Allstate Asphalt, will meet with the Road Commissioner to review paved town roads for resurfacing.  Plans for road improvement projects, with options, will be presented at budget time.

3.  Peter Basel commented on road conditions and presented photos of water from heavy rains running down The Lane.  The Road Commissioner will look into the issue and explore corrective measures.

4.  A cement barrier to protect the gas tank near the kitchen became loose and was leaning at an angle.  It was removed by the road crew and a jersey barrier was installed to protect the gas tank.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Lori Shepard attended a seminar on the grant process for the proposed salt shed project.  The deadline for the grant application is October 13th.  Plans for a salt shed must be ready to submit at that time.  The Administrative Officer will be involved in the permit process.  A project manager will be needed.  The match for the grant is 20% of which 10% must be cash.  Only projects ready for construction will be considered.  More details will be discussed at the next meeting of the Selectboard.

STAMFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH

Thomas Houghtaling, trustee of the Stamford Community Church, submitted a letter of protest concerning the Sidewalk Enhancement Project.  The State of Vermont has decided on one entrance to the church parking lot from Main Road.  The church would like to keep the two entrances for safety and historic reasons.  Lori Shepard will forward the letter to Jeff Mast, Bennington County Regional Commission.

ALL BOARDS MEETING

The Selectboard prepared for the All Boards Meeting, set for Thursday, October 1st. at 7:00 p.m. in the School Hall.  Notices have been prepared to mail to board members.

IDENTITY THEFT PROVISION POLICY

The Selectboard reviewed a memorandum of the Federal Trade Commission’s Red Flag Rule.  MOTION by Eunice Rice to conclude there is currently no need to adopt an Identity Theft Provision Policy for the Town of Stamford.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Selectboard reviewed an unsigned letter concerning finances.  No discussion or action was taken.  The letter will be filed.  Ms. Lawrence stressed all correspondence must be signed.

TREASURER

1.  The Selectboard reviewed and confirmed financial statements for the month of July.

2.  The Town Auditor, Deborah Darling found the balances in order as of August 26th.

3.  Selectmen approved a repayment of $25,000.00 on the line of credit.

WEB SITE

Items to be included on the town web site were reviewed.

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, September 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr

REMINDERS

Tax bills have been mailed and are due by November 19th.

