TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, October 22, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

7:00 p.m. Bennington Sheriff

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of October 8, 2009

Selectmen’s Orders


Review  All Boards minutes
ROAD CONDITIONS 

RECYCLING


SWIP Update
DISCUSSION


Review sign application fees
DOG OFFICER


Update

ACTION
CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

November 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

October 8, 2009

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Eunice Rice, Helen Fields,



Peter Basel and William Rivard.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.  David Peck, Highway Employee.



Ron Plock, Administrative Officer.



William Levine and Eva Holmes, Visitors.



Deb Darling, Town Auditor.  Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ron Plock, Administrative Officer, spoke with Selectmen regarding permits.

Mr. Plock citing Section 4.1.3 of the Zoning Bylaws, feels the present fee of $100.00 per permit plus a $10.00 recording fee for a sign is too high and suggested changing the fee for a sign to $25.00 for a permit plus a $10.00 recording fee.

Mr. Plock citing Section 7.1 of the Zoning Bylaws, suggested interior renovation projects of a monetary value to be decided on, should require a building permit as it adds value to a home.

Other towns’ permit schedules will be reviewed before a decision is made.  The Selectboard will consider both suggestions and make a decision by the first of the year.

VISITORS

1.  Eva Holmes discussed the road conditions on the lower section of Lesure Road.  Last year was exceptionally difficult with an early mud season.  The Road Commissioner and the Selectboard are working on a plan to improve conditions on all town roads.

2.  Ms. Holmes asked about Broadband reception.  No signal is received at her home.  William Levine explained the tower being installed on the Forgette Road area should transmit farther.  The Broadband Cooperative is serviced by a few volunteers.  A tower on Lesure Road is being considered.  About 50 homes now have Broadband.

MINUTES

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of September 24th as written.  SECONDED by

Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

Selectboard minutes are available in the school lobby and Billmont’s Country Store.  Peter Basel suggested a sign be placed to that effect.  MOTION by Peter Basel to post the Selectmen’s minutes on a bulletin board at the Recycling Center.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  Helen Fields did not vote.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 43

$           5.00  cash disbursements



WARRANT # 44

$    5,971.74  payroll



WARRANT # 45

$  33,900.22  cash disbursements

SAND BIDS

Decision on Sand Bids:  David Tatro, Road Commissioner, showed samples of washed and screened sand and screened sand.  The washed and screened sand is a little more costly but should save in the long run.  It will improve the roadway by not turning to mud in the spring thaw.  The decision was to award the sand bid to Eilers Bros Trucking and Excavating, Inc. for washed and screened sand for winter road use at $15.10 per ton delivered to the town yard.

SOLID WASTE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN HEARING

Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant, and the Selectboard held the second hearing for the Solid Waste Implementation Plan, written by the Bennington County Regional Commission, in the Stamford Town Office on Thursday, October 8th during the Selectboard meeting.  The Plan was reviewed and approved with minor revisions.  MOTION by Helen Fields to accept the Solid Waste Implementation Plan.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  A pole order for pole #16 on Sumner Road submitted by FairPoint Communications was reviewed and signed by the Selectboard.  The pole was moved out of the roadway.

2.  MOTION by William Rivard to approve the purchase of a sander from the Town of Readsboro and the sale of our old sander.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

3  Confirmation has been received for the operation of the wood stove in the Town Garage.

4.  Work on Maltese Road included a culvert and ditches.

5.  A sign “Children at Play” will be installed near the day care center on Mill Road.

6. A Better Back Road’s Grant is being prepared for a project on Mill Road by David Tatro and Lori Shepard.  The grant seems to be a prefect fit for the area.

RECYCLING

The recycling update was reviewed and finalized.  The initial fee will be $60.00 and will allow five punch cards of 20 bags each.  The initial fee for senior citizens age 65 and over will be $20.00 and will allow five punch cards of 20 bags each.  After the initial purchase, additional punch cards may be purchased at the Town Office for $12.00 per card and by senior’s for $4.00 per card.  The punch cards are for the year beginning November 1, 2009 thru  October 31, 2010 and will not be returned for credit at the end of the year.  MOTION to approve the recycling update and punch card decision by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

A large sign with the revisions will be made to post at the Recycling Center.

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENTS GRANT

The application for a 2010 Transportation Enhancements Grant for the construction of a sand and salt storage shed to be located on Mill Road across from the Highway Garage is ready for submission.  The total estimate for construction came in at $282,000.00.

NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Selectboard discussed the National Incident Management System survey, a rapid response plan for disasters.  Lissa Stark, BCRC, is a trained instructor for certification.  Certification is necessary for awards of federal grants.  Lori Shepard will coordinate with William Levine to complete the survey.

SIDEWALK ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

The State of Vermont is holding firm on their Sidewalk Enhancement decision for a one driveway entrance for the Stamford Community Church on Main Road.

RESIGNATION FROM PLANNING COMMISSION

MOTION by Peter Basel to accept the resignation of Walter Bloniasz from the Planning Commission.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The Selectboard thank him for his service to the Town of Stamford.

Two letters of interest for positions on the Planning Commission were reviewed and will be submitted to the Planning Commission for their recommendation at their next meeting.

DOG OFFICER

The Selectboard signed a six month agreement to hire Marcia Evans as Dog Officer for the Town of Stamford.  Ms. Evans has made three visits to homes of unregistered dog owners.

HALLOWEEN HOURS

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to set Halloween Hours for Saturday, October 31st from 6:00 p.m to 7:30 p.m.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The Stamford Fire Department will be notified for their participation in the event.

MOTION to adjourn by Helen Fields.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday,

October 22nd at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Office.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr

REMINDERS

The last Wednesday recycling hours from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. will be October 28th.

The new recycling punch cards will be available at the Town Office during the last week of October.

Tax bills have been mailed and are due by November 19th.

