TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 10, 2009

UNAPPROVED

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Peter Basel, Eunice Rice,



Helen Fields and William Rivard.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



William Levine, Civil Defense.



Bruce Belisle, Visitor.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.



Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectmen.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

VISITOR

1.  Bruce Belisle spoke with the Selectboard about the Recycling Center.  As a contractor, he is able to use the facility to dispose of demolition from a resident’s job but has been denied disposing demolition from non-residents.  Mr. Belisle says the demolition goes back to North Adams for disposal.  The North Adams facility is not open on Saturday and closes early weekday afternoons.  Ms. Lawrence explained as part of the Bennington County Region Commission we are considered a private sector and our facility is not to be used for commercial dumping.  Ms. Lawrence will contact the BCRC for direction in this matter.

2.  Mr. Belisle has reviewed the fee schedule and suggested fees should be increased to reflect the costs involved in disposing of waste materials.  Mr. Belisle has been asked to present his suggestions in writing for review when the Selectboard revise the fee schedule.

MINUTES

MOTION by Helen Fields to approve the minutes of August 13th as written.  SECONDED by

Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of August 26th as written.  SECONDED by

Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT # 38

$  25,000.00  cash disbursements



WARRANT # 39

$    6,955.59  payroll



WARRANT # 40

$  38,580.96  cash disbursements

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  Sand bids and salt bids were discussed.  David Tatro would like to see samples of sand prior to purchase as the quality of some of last years sand was not the best.  Bid letters will be sent to area distributors for sand for winter road use.

2.  The Ford truck has a new manifold.  This has restored power and it is now working great.

3.  The brush hog rotary mower for the Kubota machine is not being used and may be sold.

4.  A load of firewood has been purchased for the wood stove at the town garage.  

5.  MOTION by Peter Basel to accept the chimney bid for the town garage.  The bid from Richard Arnold was $2,199.98 for a 10 inch kit with $1,500.00 installation and labor charge.  SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Approval was signed by the Selectboard.

6.  Photos of town road conditions were reviewed.

7.  The Ethier memorial stone may be in the way for snow removal.  The School Board will be contacted.

8.  Signs for The Lane were decided on.  Two pedestrian signs will be set up on The Lane.

9.  A letter of appreciation will be sent to Clarksburg Construction, Inc. for their donation of a fuel tank.

RECYCLING

1.  MOTION by William Rivard to accept with regret, the resignation of Jason Langenback, Recycling Monitor.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Michael Lavariere, a town employee, will be filling in at the Recycling Center.

2.  The recycling fee schedule was reviewed and some increased fees were suggested.  The fee schedule will be revisited at the next meeting of the board.

VANDALISM

Once again vandalism has occurred in the school yard.  The fence around the tennis court was cut.  Tables placed behind the building were destroyed.  ATVs have scuffed up the soccer field.  The incident is under investigation.  Anyone noticing unusual activity near the school is urged to contact a Selectboard member or a School Board member.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

1.  Lori Shepard presented a letter from the State of Vermont showing pre-approval of the Stamford Solid Waste Management Plan to the Selectboard.  The Town of Stamford can move ahead with their formal adoption process.  A public hearing on the SWIP plan will be on the agenda for the next Selectboard meeting.

2.  Ms. Shepard is working on our own Hazardous Waste Collection day.  Hazardous Waste will be collected at the Recycling Center on October 10th from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. then transported by the town truck to the Shaftsbury facility.  It is expected a local collection will have better participation than a collection in another area.  Flyers will be available with a list acceptable materials.

3.  Ms. Shepard presented plans for a salt shed to the Selectboard.  An estimate for building of the salt shed has been requested.  Completed plans for a salt shed grant must be ready to submit by October 13th.  The Administrative Officer has approved a permit for the salt shed on Mill Road.

4.  A free program for grant writing is available in Rutland.  The Administrative Assistant and a Selectboard member are planning to attend.

5.  The Selectboard thanked Ms. Shepard for dealing with the bureaucracy in the above matters.

ALL BOARDS MEETING

The Selectboard prepared for the All Boards Meeting, set for Thursday, October 1st. at 7:00 p.m. in the School Hall.  Accomplishments will be heard and visionary plans for the future discussed.  RE:  Renewable energy and going green with incentive programs.  Representative John Moran is planning on attending this meeting.

CIVIL DEFENSE

1.  William Levine will offer small energy efficient florescent light bulbs at Billmont’s Country Store for a reasonable price and will be able to collect the small used florescent bulbs there.

2.  The hand held radio for emergencies shorted out and a replacement is needed.  There is enough money in the Civil Defense budget to pay the $395.00 for the radio.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Selectboard reviewed a letter from Robert Armata.  Mr. Armata said he was told Mr. Basel accused him of speeding on The Lane and brought the issue before the Selectboard.  No one present can recall Mr. Armata’s name mentioned for any reason at all at a Selectboard meeting.  Helen Fields offered to speak to Mr. Armata in an effort to clear up any misunderstanding.

TREASURER

1.  The Selectboard reviewed and confirmed financial statements for the month of August.

2.  Selectmen approved a repayment of $20,000.00 on the line of credit.

3.  A two payment system of paying property taxes was discussed.  The treasurer noted anyone can pay their taxes early or pay a portion of taxes prior to billing.

VACANT HOUSE

William Rivard discussed the vacant house on Main Road.  The building is unkempt, unoccupied, unsecured and has a rodent problem.  There is a dead tree on the premises.  Efforts to reach the bank who owns the house have been unsuccessful.  A Fire Department inspection will be requested.  A letter to the bank on town letterhead might get their attention.

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Helen Fields.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday,

September 24th at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/pmr

REMINDERS

All board’s meeting set for October 1st at 7:00 p.m.

Hazardous Waste Collection Day will be October 10th  at the Recycling Center.  Collection of Hazardous Waste is from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Flyers stating acceptable materials will be available.

Tax bills have been mailed and are due by November 19th.

