UNAPPROVED MINUTES

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

January 7, 2010
PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Peter Basel, William Rivard

and Eunice Rice.  Helen Fields was absent.


Bruce Richardson and Martha Rose, Ancient Roads Committee.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



William Levine, Civil Defense.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



Jean Kurpiel, Hope Bussiere and Katie Sarkis, Finance Committee.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.


Bruce Belisle, Sally Bohl, visitors.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of December 17th as written. SECONDED by Bill Rivard.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #59

$ 11,428.49 payroll



WARRANT #60

$ 33,790.14 cash disbursements



WARRANT #61

$        35.00 cash disbursements

ANCIENT ROADS COMMITTEE REPORT

Bruce Richardson presented an Ancient Roads report to the Selectboard for review.  The report contained information and maps.  In Vermont a road remains a road until it is either declassified or discontinued by the Selectboard.  The passage of time does not change the status of a road in Vermont. There are approximately 21 abandoned/open roads which were discovered in this research.  Decisions to keep or discontinue each road will be made by the board over time.  The board was advised that they have until 2015 to make these decisions.  It was also determined that a town road exists which was never discontinued or declassified.  It is listed as a Class 3 road and extends approximately 1/4 of a mile from the Class 4/discontinued portion of Old County Road to County Road.  Approximately 1/10 mile at the top of Sumner Road was accepted by voters at a 1988 town meeting with stipulations.  However, the stipulations were not met and the road was never brought up to standard and no right-of-ways were ever deeded to the Town.  The Board commended Bruce and the Ancient Roads Committee for a job well done.
ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  The new truck had a short in the wiring.  The short was located and repaired.

2.  The road crew has been plowing the roads as necessary.  Please note, several of the roads are being plowed wide and the snow banks are beyond the ditches in some areas.  Please take care while driving.
3.  Dave Tatro talked to a landowner on County Road where Fairpoint is cutting the lines.  The landowner was willing to donate the firewood to the town.  Any others wishing to donate firewood can call the garage at 694-1322.

REAPPRAISAL DEFERRMENT LETTER
The State of Vermont previously issued an order to reappraise.  The Board forwarded a letter to the State requesting an appeal.  The State recently denied our request and is demanding a plan indicating how the town intends to comply with the order to reappraise.  MOTION by Eunice Rice to sign a second letter to the State asking for a deferment of the order.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.
CERTIFICATE OF HIGHWAY MILEAGE

MOTION by Peter Basel to sign the annual Certificate of Highway Mileage.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Selectboard reviewed the information on the certificate noting that nothing has changed from last year.  The Selectboard signed the certificate.

HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT (HAVA)

Nancy Bushika has received a $5,000 grant application.  She asked the Selectboard to consider ideas that would improve the voting accessibility for the town.  She has also consulted a School Board member.  The grant application is due in February.

2009 AUDIT

MOTION by Eunice Rice to sign an engagement letter for the firm of Love, Cody & Company to conduct the 2009 audit of town accounts.  SECONDED by Peter Basil.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  This confirmation agrees to provide the auditors with all information necessary to conduct the audit that begins January 11th at a cost of $8,400.00.
It was discussed whether it would be more economical to put the town auditing out for bid, or perhaps hire 3 individuals to conduct the audit.
ETHIER MEMORIAL

Nancy Bushika was approached by Cynthia Lamore requesting a new article for the Leo Ethier Memorial.  The proof for the brass plaque done previously was not acceptable.  The Board agreed to create a new article for the Leo Ethier Memorial.
TOWN CLERK/TREASURER

Nancy Bushika announced that her term as Town Clerk/Treasurer expires in March 2011.  She is choosing to retire and will not be running for another term.  The Board praised her work and does not want to see her go.  She is willing to help train the new Town Clerk.

MOTION to adjourn by Bill Rivard.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

After the meeting the Selectboard, the Town Clerk and the Finance Committee held a budget work session until 11:00 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday,

January 21, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.  A budget work session has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 12, 2010.  The Board expects to be in Executive Session and the Finance Committee’s presence is not required.







Peter F. Basel








Clerk

PFB/las
REMINDERS

PETITIONS FOR WARRANT ARTICLES & ELECTED POSITIONS

The deadline for filing petitions with the Town Clerk for warrant articles to be included in the Town Meeting warning is Thursday, January 21, 2010.  These petitions must be signed by 5% of the registered voters or at least 30 signatures.    V.S.A. 17:2642(a)

The required signatures on a petition to run for an elected office are 1% of the registered voters or at least 7 signatures.  The deadline for filing these petitions with the Town Clerk is Monday, January 25, 2010, at 5:00 p.m.  Nominating papers may be picked up at the Town Office.   V.S.A. 17:2681(a) (b).

Elected positions to be filled this year are:



Town Moderator - 1 year



School Moderator - 1 year



Selectman - 3 years



Selectman - 2 years



Selectman - 1 year remaining on a 2 year term



School Director - 3 years



School Director - 2 years



Lister - 3 years



Auditor - 2 years



Auditor - 1 year



Collector of Delinquent Taxes - 1 year



Grand Juror -1 year



Town Agent - 1 year



Cemetery Commissioner - 5 years



Library Trustee - 5 years



Library Trustee - 1 year remaining on a 5 year term

The deadline to register to vote in the March 2nd  election is Wednesday, February 24, 2010.  The Town Office will be open on the 24th from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to accept applications for addition to the checklist.

Absentee ballots will be available until 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2010.  Please call the town office at 694-1361.

Anyone interested in serving as an appointed board member, please review the expiring appointed positions in the town report and contact a member of that board or a selectman.

All dogs need to be registered by April 1, 2010.
TOWN OF STAMFORD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING

BUDGET WORK SESSION

January 12, 2010

Present:  Selectboard

Sheila G. Lawrence, Chairman

Eunice Rice, Bill Rivard and Peter Basel, Selectmen

Helen Fields was absent.

The Selecboard’s meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence and SECONDED by William Rivard to enter into executive session to discuss salaries for the 2010 budget.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

Entered into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 7:05 p.m.  Exited EXECUTIVE SESSION  at 7:30 p.m.

Decision:  Reviewed salaries and will submit the changes for the 2010 budget.

The Selectboard will hold another budget work session on Monday, January 18, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

MOTION to adjourn the meeting by Sheila Lawrence and SECONDED by William Rivard.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.







Peter Basel







Clerk

SGL/nlb
TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, January 21, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of January 7, 2010 and January 12, 2010


Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS 

RECYCLING

DISCUSSION

ACTION


Letters from Fairpoint Communications with pole orders


Letter from Green Up Vermont scheduling Green Up Day in May 2010


Work on Budget

CORRESPONDENCE


Copy of application by Fairpoint for new poles on Klondike Road

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

February 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.

