Unapproved minutes

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

March 11, 2010

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Peter Basel, Eunice Rice,



LauraLee Smith and Thomas Houghtaling.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



Ron Plock, Administrative Officer.



Susan Bush, North Adams Transcript.



Betty Vadnais, Ruth Vosburgh, Pauline Sweet, Donna Murch, Carl Robare 

and Jane Robare, representing a group interested in Senior Housing in 


Stamford.



William Levine, Bruce Belisle and Ken Sullivan-Bol, Visitors.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectboard.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

The newly elected members of the Selectboard, LauraLee Smith and Thomas Houghtaling were welcomed to the Board.

REORGANIZATION OF BOARD

MOTION by Eunice Rice to nominate Sheila Lawrence as chairman of the Selectboard.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to nominate Eunice Rice as vice chairman of the Selectboard.

SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to nominate LauraLee Smith as clerk of the Selectboard.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

DESIGNATION OF NEWSPAPER FOR PUBLICATIONS

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to designate the North Adams Transcript as the newspaper for publications.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

DESIGNATION OF MEETING DATES

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to designate meeting dates on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  Meeting dates are subject to review and may be changed.  The Board is trying to work with the School Board for meetings dates that do not fall on the same day.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ron Plock, Administrative Officer, spoke with the Selectboard about violation notices that were issued.  The property owners have acknowledged the notices and the goal is resolution.  Due to the snow still on the ground Mr. Plock has granted a time frame for compliance.  The health issue on Lincoln Road will be handled by the Health Officer when she makes a site visit to the area.

HEARING OF VISITORS

Betty Vadnais, Ruth Vosburgh, Pauline Sweet, Donna Murch, Carl Robare and Jane Robare, representing a group interested in Senior Housing in Stamford, attended the meeting.  Mrs. Vadnais thanked the Board for their cooperation on Article #17 in the Town Warrant that asked if the Town of Stamford would support the pursuit of affordable senior housing in Stamford.  A letter of support was requested from the Selectboard prior to a feasibility study.  This is necessary for the funding part of the project.  Mrs. Vadnais noted the project would be both senior and low to moderate income family housing, with maybe a 50/50 ratio.  Peter Basel mentioned to the group to be aware of conditions when there is state involvement.  MOTION by Eunice Rice to write a letter of support from the Selectboard, looking forward to the feasibility study.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  Peter Basel abstained.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to appoint David Saldo to the Zoning Board of Adjustment as an alternate member for a one year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to appoint Jean Kurpiel to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a three year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to appoint Edward Robare to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a three year term.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TOWN SERVICE OFFICER

MOTION by Eunice Rice to appoint Sheila Lawrence as Town Service Officer for a one year term.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ROAD COMMISSIONER

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint David R. Tatro as Road Commissioner for a one year term.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TREE WARDEN

MOTION by Eunice Rice to appoint Bruce Richardson as Tree Warden for a one year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ENERGY COORDINATOR

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint William Levine as Energy Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

CIVIL DEFENSE COORDINATOR

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint William Levine as Civil Defense Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ASSISTANT CIVIL DEFENSE COORDINATOR

MOTION by Eunice Rice to appoint Sheila Lawrence as Assistant Civil Defense Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SEPTIC OFFICER

MOTION by Thomas Houghtaling to appoint Maura Hawkins-Coniglio as Septic Officer for a one year term.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

FENCE VIEWERS

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint the Selectmen as Fence Viewers for a one year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

INSPECTOR OF COAL & LUMBER

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint the Selectmen as Inspectors of Coal & Lumber for a one year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

INSPECTOR OF SHINGLES & WOOD

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint the Selectmen as Inspectors of Shingles & Wood for a one year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

GREEN UP DAY COORDINATOR

MOTION by Peter Basel to appoint Helen Fields as Green Up Day Coordinator for a one year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

PLANNING COMMISSION

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to appoint James Sarkis to the Planning Commission for a four year term.  SECONDED by Sheila Lawrence.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

DOG OFFICER

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to appoint Marcia Evans as Dog Officer for a six month term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Bruce Richardson is not interested in serving on the Conservation Commission.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to table the position for now as there are already five people serving on the Conservation Commission.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BENNINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL COMMISSION

MOTION by Eunice Rice to appoint Ronald Plock to the Bennington County Regional Commission for a three year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

BENNINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL COMMISSION

MOTION by Eunice Rice to appoint William Morehouse to the Bennington County Regional Commission for a three year term.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MINUTES

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of February 25th as written.  SECONDED by 

Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #   9

$      9,708.48  payroll



WARRANT # 10

$    43,273.02  accounts payable

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  So far the roads are holding up well.

2.  The street sweeper will be hired the week of April 19th, during school break.  The blacktop roads and the school yard will be swept.

3.  Agency of Transportation officials met with town officials in the Town Office on March 5th and reviewed the highway budget for maintenance of town roads.

4.  MOTION by Peter Basel to apply for grants for Class 2 road projects.  If accepted, the state will pay 70 % of costs involved.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

TOWN MEETING REVIEW

Selectmen reviewed revisions in the budget for a 15% reduction in the Raise and Appropriate from $464,305.00.  The anticipated flood funds were received and used to reduce the Raise and Appropriate by 15%.  The new Raise and Appropriate is $394,660.00.

UNIFORM MUNICIPAL EXCESS WEIGHT PERMIT

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to approve the Uniform Municipal Excess Weight Permit from Camp Precast Concrete Products, Inc.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The appropriate fee and insurance information was received from the applicant.

SCHOOL MAINTENANCE ISSUES

Thomas Houghtaling presented the Selectboard a notice stating several maintenance issues at the school that need attention.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence for Mr. Houghtaling to present the issues to Mrs. Choquette, the school principal, on behalf of the Selectboard.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  Motion APPROVED.

GRAND LIST FOR 2009

Selectboard members signed the 2009 Grand List stating there were no suits pending.

CENSUS

The Census Bureau has notified the Selectboard concerning the 2010 census.  The Census Bureau will mail questionnaire forms to the public.  It is important to respond to the questionnaire.  Federal funds are allocated by population count.

INTERNET

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to send a letter of support for a Google grant to supply the entire town with internet access.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2009 AUDIT

The Selectboard reviewed a letter from the auditing firm of Love Cody and Company, with recommendations and findings.

MAIN ROAD SIDEWALK ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

A bill for the consultant for the Main Road Sidewalk Enhancement Project was approved and signed.

TREASURER

The Selectboard reviewed and confirmed financial statements for the month of February.

LOANS

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to instruct the treasurer to contact local banks for rates for loans or line of credit rates.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

ANCIENT ROADS

A meeting with the Ancient Roads Committee to review their findings and to hear their recommendations will be planned in the near future.

LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD

There will be a meeting of the Board of Liquor Control on Wednesday, March 24th at 6:55 p.m. prior to the next Selectboard meeting.

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Peter Basel.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Wednesday,

March 24, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








LauraLee Smith








Clerk

LS/pmr

REMINDERS

All dogs need to be registered by April 1st.  2010 dog licenses are now available at the Town Office.

The Road Commissioner recommends, if possible, to have fuel deliveries made prior to the gravel roads softening up.
TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of March 11, 2010 


Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS


Review & sign contract for street sweeping

RECYCLING

DISCUSSION


Mowing Bids


Ancient Roads

ACTION

CORRESPONDENCE


Eilers Bros. Trucking & Excavating, Inc. Excess Weight Permit application

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS


Discuss meeting with District Ranger from Green Mountain National Forest

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

April 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.

