Unapproved minutes

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 22, 2010

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Thomas Houghtaling;


LauraLee Smith and Eunice Rice.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.


William Levine, Bruce Belisle, Jean Kurpiel, Roberta Lawrence,



Stanley Lawrence, Sr., Mark Lawrence, Cindy Lamore, Jessica Bugbee,



David Bugbee, Olaf Aase, Visitors



Alex Sienkiewicz, U.S. Forest Service.



Ron Puchalski, All States Asphalt, Inc.


Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.
The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Sheila Lawrence took a moment to remember Peter Basel, our Selectboard member who passed away last week.  He will be greatly missed.
Anyone considering serving on the board should send a letter of interest to the Selectboard for review at the next meeting.

OPENING OF LAWN CARE BIDS
MOTION by Eunice Rice to accept the lawn care bid of Stanley Lawrence, Jr. for mowing at the school and one application of crab grass control and one application of weed & feed for $1,650.00. SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  Sheila Lawrence recused vote.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

HEARING OF VISITORS

Alex Sienkiewcz, District Ranger from the Green Mountain National Forest introduced himself and offered his services to anyone who has national forest concerns or questions.  He can be reached at the Manchester, Vermont station at (802) 362-2307.
Jean Kurpiel asked if the board had made a decision concerning the re-appointment of the finance committee.  She feels it would be beneficial for the finance committee to meet with boards throughout the year.  The board will be making a decision at some point this summer.  
Cindy Lamore offered her condolences to the board for the loss of Peter Basel.

Bruce Belisle asked about removing the large rocks between the driveway area and the playground before a child slips and gets hurt.  Cindy Lamore stated that the rocks were placed years ago because a barrier was required between the driving area and the playground area.  They are considering moving the slide to the other side of the playground and that may change the children’s play area so they will not be near the rocks.
MINUTES

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to approve the minutes of April 8th as written.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #  15

$  228.33     payroll



WARRANT #  16

$  6,187.74  payroll


WARRANT#   17

$  7,805.95  accounts payable

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  The roads have been swept and everyone is very pleased with the results.

2.  The grading of graveled roads continues.

3.  The Road Commissioner has researched obtaining a 30 yard covered roll off dumpster for our paper waste at the recycling center.  Allied Waste can deliver one for a flat rate of $190.00 per dump.  MOTION by Eunice Rice to obtain the dumpster from Allied Waste for $190.00.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

4.  Last year’s part time summer help has found full time employment so we will need to advertise for the position.  The job will be 20 hours/week and will do various work such as mowing the sides of the roads with the tractor, weedwacking, and miscellaneous labor as needed.
5.  The two bids received last fall to cut down the trees as recommended by the state in the landslide area on County Road were discussed.  Mr. Tatro will follow up with each bidder to see if they will still honor last year’s bids and confirm that they have liability and workers’ compensation insurance in place.
6.  A crack sealing machine to fill the cracks on the paved roads not included in this year’s highway paving plan can be rented.  The cost will be $4,400 to seal 7000 – 10,000 linear feet.  Readsboro is willing to share the rental and expense.  The board approved renting the machine for $2,200.00 which would be our portion of the cost.

7.  The Road Commissioner previously brought Peter Basel and Tom Houghtaling on a drive to review the culverts on Risky Ranch Road.  There are a minimum of two culverts that need immediate attention at an approximate total cost of $1,500.00.  The board approved the repair of these culverts as soon as Mr. Tatro can fit it in.
8.  The bids were discussed for the highway paving project.  MOTION by LauraLee Smith to accept the bid of All States Asphalt, Inc. estimated at $196,377.25.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

9.  Signs are being prepared saying “Class 4 unmaintained road beyond this point” to be placed at the beginning of our class 4 roads.

10.  The Road Commissioner would like to thank Scott Lamore and the fire department for filling the street sweeper with water and helping out.  A thank you letter will be sent.

11.  The Road Commissioner looked at the rocks that had moved in the river in back of the school which were brought to the board’s attention at the last meeting.  A river study has been discussed with the state as a result of the flooding in October 2009.  These rocks would be included in the study.  No action will be taken at this time.

BANK PROPOSALS IN ANTICIPATION OF TAX REVENUE
Nancy obtained proposals from three different banks for both a line of credit and a straight note in the amount of $200,000.  Berkshire Bank offered a line of credit rate of 1.75% and a straight note for 1.50%.  TD Bank offered only a straight note rate of 1.99%.  Merchants Bank proposed a line of credit rate of 2.14% and a straight note rate of 2.14%.   MOTION by Thomas Houghtaling to approve the application for a straight line of credit for $200,000 at the rate of 1.50% interest with Berkshire Bank.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.
OPEN BURNING PERMIT REVIEW
The board agreed to wait until Douglas Wylde, the Fire Warden, can review and respond to the information which was presented to the Selectboard at the last meeting. 

DANGEROUS BUILDING ORDINANCE AND VACANT BUILDING ORDINANCE
The ordinances were discussed.  It was agreed to table any further discussion until Ron Plock, Administrative Officer, can review and explain the ordinances to the board.  The ordinances will be placed on the agenda at the next meeting.
TOWN HIGHWAY ORDINANCE
The board will review the minor revisions made to the town highway ordinance and will discuss the matter at the next meeting.

DOG OFFICER

The 6 month contract for the Animal Warden was approved and finalized.
AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION

The Vermont Agency of Transportation inspected our bridges.  All bridges were reported to be in good or very good condition except for the bridge on The Lane which was in satisfactory condition.  The board signed the receipt for said report and will request that the Road Commissioner be notified and allowed to be present during any future inspections.

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to approve the application for a Vermont AOT Class II Roadway and Structures Grant.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve and sign the grant extension agreement for the Jepson Road paving project.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MUNICIPAL PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION

MOTION by Thomas Houghtaling to approve the application for a Municipal Planning Grant.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

LIQUOR AND TOBACCO LICENSE APPLICATION

A first and second class liquor and tobacco application has been received concerning Bilmonts Country Store.  A public hearing was scheduled for Thursday, April 29, 2010 at 6:45 p.m.

EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

Nancy Bushika, Pat Rondeau, Deborah Darling and Eunice Rice attended a seminar on Tuesday and found it very interesting and helpful.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The town emergency management plan was discussed and will be updated.

HEALTH INSURANCE

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve paying the town employee’s health insurance premiums on a pre-tax basis.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

DONATION
MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to donate $75.00 to the Stamford Volunteer Fire Department in memory of Peter Basel.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  Thomas Houghtaling abstained.  Majority in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  

MOTION to adjourn by Eunice Rice.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, May 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








LauraLee Smith








Clerk

LS/las
REMINDERS

Green Up Day is May 1st.  To help in your area contact Helen Fields at 694-1526.  Green bags are available at the Town Office.  Filled bags may be dropped off at the Recycling Center at no charge.

A Free Hazardous Waste Collection Day will be held on May 8th.  Items will be collected between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. at the Recycling Center for transport to the Shaftsbury facility.

The Stamford Volunteer Fire Department will host an Electronic Waste Collection Day on May 22nd from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM at the Stamford Elementary School.  See list of acceptable items and fees.

TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, May 13, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of April 22, 2010 


Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS


Review applications for highway dept. employee

RECYCLING


Review Free Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day


SWIP Grant, receipt of partial funds


Electronic Waste, itemization of pieces collected

DISCUSSION


Review Dangerous Building Ordinance


Review Vacant Building Ordinance


Review Town Highway Ordinance


BCRC is awarded EPA grant funds 


Review snow days


Review Basic Emergency Operations Plan

ACTION


Resignation from Zoning Board of Adjustment


Renewal of Xerox Service Agreement

CORRESPONDENCE


Sign Mill Road pole order from Fairpoint Communications


BCRC Annual meeting on May 20, 2010

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

May 27, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.

