TOWN OF STAMFORD

Unapproved  PUBLIC HEARING ON ANCIENT ROADS

May 27, 2010

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Thomas Houghtaling,  



LauraLee Smith and Eunice Rice.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.  David Peck, Highway employee.



Erick Walker, U. S. Forest Service.



Ryan Thurber, Woodford Selectman.



Mike Lynch, Bennington Trail Conservancy.



Bruce Richardson and Martha Rose, Ancient Roads Committee.



Debra Burchard, Robert Burchard, Kevin Mangs, Bruce Boisvert, Sandie 


Boisvert, Ray Arseneault, Tim Bushika, John Konopka and Maura 



Hawkins.



Lori Shepard, Debbie Darling, Nancy Bushika and Patricia Rondeau.

The hearing for public comment on Ancient Roads was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Three of the roads, Old County Road, Stamford Pond Road also known as Roaring Brook Road and Sumner Road were the subject of a site visit on May 24th.

Bruce Richardson, Ancient Roads Committee, explained the research from old records on some long forgotten old roads.  A map of discontinued roads, abandoned and open roads was reviewed.

Old County Road:  In 1931 Old County Road was discontinued from the Tiboni place to the Crosier place.  At issue is a section of Old County Road about ¼ mile east of the high bridge.  The state highway map does not show this section of roadway, therefore it defaults to a Class 4 highway.  This section, considered private, is maintained by property owners.  A culvert at the end near County Road is nonfunctional.  Debra Burchard asked whose responsibility it is for replacement of the culvert.  David Tatro, Road Commissioner, said the property owner.  David Peck, highway employee, remembers the culvert being disturbed by a well drilling rig when a house was built on Old County Road.  Sheila Lawrence stated the Selectboard has 60 days to make a decision concerning the status of this section of Old County Road.  Board members agreed that more information was needed before a decision is made.

Stamford Pond Road also known as Roaring Brook Road:  The section of this road at issue is from County Road to the first bridge before the National Forest.  At the beginning of this road there is an entrance to a full time residence owned by Tim Bushika and Ray Arsenault.  This section of roadway has been maintained by them and they are concerned by people causing damage to the road and parking on their property.  Many access this area for recreational purposes.  The right of way on this road is a rod and ½.  Property owners beyond Mr. Bushika also use this road to access their property.  The road has been used for the logging industry.  There has been no legal access found to Stamford Pond.

Sheila Lawrence stated the Selectboard has 60 days to make a decision concerning the status of this section of Stamford Pond Road also known as Roaring Brook Road.  Board members agreed that more information was needed before a decision is made.

Sumner Road:  The extension of Sumner Road about 1/10th of a mile is at issue.  This section of Sumner Road is maintained by property owners.  In 1988 it was voted at a Town Meeting to approve this section as part of Sumner Road but there is no record of a conveyance or easements to be found.  Property owners said they brought the road up to the standards of 1988 but the state required guardrails to be installed.  There is no paperwork from the state in the records to indicate this.  There is no record for the road turnaround site.  Sumner Road has a continual drainage problem from this area.  Sheila Lawrence stated the Selectboard has 60 days to make a decision concerning the status of this section of Sumner Road.  Board members agreed that more information was needed before a decision is made.

The Selectboard thanked all present for their comments.  There was no decision made at this time.  The public hearing was concluded at 8:05 p.m.








LauraLee Smith








Clerk
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TOWN OF STAMFORD

Unapproved   SELECTBOARD MEETING

May 27, 2010

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Thomas Houghtaling,



LauraLee Smith and Eunice Rice.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Erick Walker, U. S. Forest Service.



Maura Hawkins, Health Officer.



Mike Lynch, Bennington Trail Conservancy.



Ryan Thurber, Woodford Selectman.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



William Levine, Emergency Coordinator.



Lori Shepard, Administrative Assistant.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectboard.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 8:16 p.m.

HEALTH OFFICER

Maura Hawkins, Health Officer, reported to the Selectboard on two Health Code Violations.

1.  The Frederick Johns residence located at 997 Main Road is unoccupied, has fallen into disrepair and has considerable debris, garbage and trash around the building.  A certified mailing to the estate of Frederick Johns, requesting immediate voluntary compliance was issued.  MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to sign the letter to begin the process of compliance.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

2.  Patrick Gray, owner of a 2-bedroom mobile home at 434 Lincoln Road, occupied by a tenant, James Fachini, has a failed septic system with surface sewage and a cracked well casing.  A certified mailing to the owner, Patrick Gray, requesting immediate voluntary compliance within 72 hours to correct the health conditions was issued.  MOTION by LauraLee Smith to sign the letter to begin the process of compliance.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MINUTES

MOTION by LauraLee Smith to correct the minutes of April 22nd.  The third paragraph to read.  

“A month of mourning in respect to Peter Basel, deceased member of the Selectboard, will be observed before a replacement will be named.  Letters of interest in the Selectboard position will be considered at the May 27th meeting of the Selectboard.”  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of May 13th as written.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of May 24th, as written.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectmen reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #  20

$  6,540.62  payroll



WARRANT#   21

$  9,227.82  accounts payable

BENNINGTON TRAIL CONSERVANCY

Mike Lynch announced the clean up of trails used by the Bennington Trail Conservancy was scheduled for June 5th.  All trash collected will be delivered to the Recycling Center.  David Tatro will assist with the different bins for the trash.

U. S. FOREST SERVICE

Erick Walker, U. S. Forest Service, will gather any information the resident engineer may have on the old roads discussed and bring it before the Board on or before the Selectboard meeting of July 8th.
DUNVILLE ROAD TO SUCKER POND

Ryan Thurber, Woodford Selectman, spoke about Dunville Road that leads to Sucker Pond.  Three years ago the Forest Service installed a tank trap that blocked the road to traffic to Sucker Pond.  Woodford identifies Dunville Road as a public way that is self maintained and they grant permission to use the road in Woodford.  Bruce Richardson has not found any deeded documentation for Dunville Road in his search for Ancient Roads in Stamford.

ANCIENT ROADS

Selectmen briefly considered the status of Ancient Roads and decided more information is needed before a decision can be made.  The meeting of July 8th will consider Ancient Roads.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

William Levine attended an Emergency Management meeting.  The NIMS certification requires a certified person to be able to take control in an emergency.  Training will be considered on level 200 and level 300 and HazMat operations for officials for this NIMS requirement.

FIRE DEPARTMENT ELECTRONIC WASTE DAY

The Stamford Fire Department had a successful day in hosting an electronic waste collection on May 15th.  The Selectboard approved a payment of $200.00 to the Stamford Fire Department for the items disposed of from town sources.  A documented list of all items disposed of will be compiled to add for our SWIP program for credit.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECTBOARD MEMBER

The Selectboard reviewed two letters of interest in the Selectboard position.  Two very qualified applicants, Olaf Aase and  Bruce Belisle, were considered.  One vote for Olaf Aase.  Three votes for Bruce Belisle.  MOTION by LauraLee Smith to appoint Bruce Belisle to the Selectboard until the election in March.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

UNIFORM MUNICIPAL EXCESS WEIGHT PERMIT

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve a Uniform Municipal Excess Weight Permit from Clarksburg Construction, Inc.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The appropriate fees and insurance information was received from the applicant.

LIBRARY TRUSTEE APOINTMENT

MOTION by Sheila Lawrence to approve the recommendation of the Library Trustees to appoint Judith Holmgren to the Board of Library Trustees until the next election.  SECONDED by LauraLee Smith.  Thomas Houghtaling abstained.  The rest of the Selectboard in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

PAVING BIDS

The Selectboard reviewed bids for the $200,000.00 highway paving project.  Berkshire Bank at 4% for 5 years.  Merchants Bank at 4.45 % for 5 years.  TD Bank at 1.49% yearly.  MOTION  by Thomas Houghtaling to approve the TD Bank bid of 1.49% yearly.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

RECYCLING

1.  A front end roll off for paper disposal has been delivered to the Recycling Center and is ready for use.

2.  A reminder for patrons for the Recycling Center:  Please break down boxes to be disposed of in the paper roll off.

3.  The Bulletin Board at the Recycling Center was created by Peter Basel.  It will be known as Peter’s Bulletin Board.

4.  Our SWIP agreement includes school participation for recycling.  A Coordinator is needed to begin recycling in the school.  Mr. Houghtaling suggested a meeting between the Selectboard and the School Board to bring attention to areas that need cooperation.  Mr. Houghtaling will coordinate this effort.

5.  The Recycling Center will need a certification renewal.  Sheila Lawrence will be the primary contact person with LauraLee Smith a backup contact.  Lori Shepard will begin the paperwork for recertification.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  The Highway Paving Project has begun.

2.  Culvert replacement begins on Jepson Road as part of road improvements with more culvert work to continue.

3.  With more homes being built on Boulger Road, this area will require more attention.

TAX SALE

A Tax Sale was conducted in the Town Office on March 18th.  Two parcels were redeemed prior to the sale.  Two parcels were sold.  The Town of Stamford acquired the remaining eleven parcels.

GRANTS

1.  A culvert grant for Clough Road was awarded for $5,800.00 of which $5,200.00 will be paid by the State.  The extra 10% being paid is due to inventory conducted by the road crew and the administrative assistant.

2.  Jepson Road paving project was approved for $18,000.00 which will help with the total paving project.

3.  A list of grants applied for, pending and awarded will be compiled for a permanent listing of grants.

4.  A new idea for a Transportation Grant was discussed.  A parking area with landscape for access to hiking trails in the National Forest by way of Stamford Pond Road also known as Roaring Brook Road.  The Forest Service will be contacted for a possible easement for a parking area.  The letter of intent for this grant is due by June 4th with the application due in August.  MOTION by Eunice Rice to apply for the grant.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

UNREGISTERED DOGS

The unregistered dog list will be turned over to the Dog Officer at the end of May for compliance.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Debbie Darling asked the Selectboard to appoint a finance committee to attend meetings before budgets are set.  Ms. Lawrence said budgets are not considered until the fall.  No decision made.

SOLAR ELECTRIC

Thomas Houghtaling will continue his research on Solar Electricity for the School building.

MOTION to adjourn by LauraLee Smith.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, June 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








LauraLee Smith








Clerk
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TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, June 10, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

HEARING OF VISITORS


Fire Department, dry hydrant

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of May 27th

Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS

RECYCLING

DISCUSSION


Ancient Roads


BCRC meetings


Tennis court usage

ACTION

CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

June 24, 2010 at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Office.

