Unapproved minutes

TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD MEETING

June 10, 2010

PRESENT:
Selectboard:  Sheila Lawrence, Chairman; Thomas Houghtaling, Eunice Rice



and Bruce Belisle.  LauraLee Smith was not at the meeting.



David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner.



Paul Ethier, Chief, Stamford Fire Department.



Deborah Darling, Town Auditor.



Bruce Richardson, Ancient Road Committee.



William Levine, Visitor.



Nancy Bushika, Town Clerk.  Patricia Rondeau, Clerk for the Selectboard.

The meeting of the Selectboard was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Bruce Belisle was welcomed to the Selectboard.

MOTION by Thomas Houghtaling to name Eunice Rice as clerk in the absence of LauraLee Smith.  SECONDED by Bruce Belisle.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MINUTES

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the minutes of the public hearing of May 27th as written.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Eunice Rice to approve the Selectboard minutes of May 27th, as written.  SECONDED by Thomas Houghtaling.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

SELECTBOARD’S ORDERS

Selectboard reviewed and approved the following orders:



WARRANT #  22

$  8,925.36  payroll



WARRANT#   23

$12,228.52  accounts payable

STAMFORD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Stamford Volunteer Fire Department has been awarded a grant for $2,500.00 to install a dry hydrant in Stamford.  Paul Ethier, Fire Chief, said the site chosen was at the bridge on The Lane because of its downtown location.  The 25% match of the grant will be in-kind and material from the Fire Department.  Sketches of the site were reviewed.  The area is on the north side of the bridge between the barn and an abutment.  The guard rail will need to be relocated to accommodate the tankers.  The project lies in the Town’s three rod right-of-way.  Mr. Ethier has the support of abutters and asked for the support of the Selectboard.  A permit for stream alteration from the state will be filed.  David Tatro, Road Commissioner, was asked to facilitate the project.  Abutters will be notified.  Traffic on The Lane will be disturbed during construction of the dry hydrant.  MOTION by Thomas Houghtaling to support the dry hydrant project.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  A letter of support will be written.

ANCIENT ROADS

Selectboard reviewed reports and discussed the status of roads mentioned at the Ancient Roads hearing of May 27th, with no decision made at this time.  At the meeting of July 8th the Selectboard will consider the roads under review.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS

1.  The chip seal for the paving project is scheduled for June 24th weather permitting.

2.  Mowing of town roads will begin next week.

3.  The Clough Road culvert has been accepted for a Structures grant.

4.  A Klondike Road issue was brought to the attention of the Selectboard.  FairPoint Communications is installing poles on Klondike Road.  An abutter is against poles being erected near his land.  The project is within the town’s three rod right-of-way.  The Bennington County Sheriff answered a call on this matter.

5.  There is a plugged culvert at the end of Old County Road near Main Road that causes problems when it rains.  Mr. Tatro will bring it to the attention of Marge Skinner, Agency of Transportation engineer, during her review of our roads.

6.  Mr. Tatro said the new part-time employee, Mark Prevey, is doing an excellent job.

RECYCLING

The Town of Shaftsbury reported the Town of Stamford was well represented at the Spring Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day and they appreciated our participation.  The bill for the event was $2,000.00 of which $1,000.00 was paid by a grant.

BENNINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL COMMISSION

Rex Burke, Bennington County Regional Commission, invited members of the Selectboard to attend their committee meetings that are held six times a year in Arlington.  Stamford has not been represented at these meetings recently.

TENNIS COURT

The Selectboard considered the use of the tennis courts.  Every year there is destruction to the tennis court that is costly to repair.  If this abuse continues the tennis court may have to be locked with keys to be issued or to consider not funding repairs caused by destruction.

FLAG CEREMONY

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has invited a designee of Stamford to their annual Flag Day Ceremony.  Bruce Belisle is considering attending.

SCHOOL BOARD

Thomas Houghtaling will attend the next meeting of the School Board to suggest a meeting between the School Board and the Selectboard.

FEMA

There will be a FEMA meeting to discuss a Flood Hazard Analysis for Bennington County on June 23rd at 6:30 p.m. in Arlington, VT.  Members of the Selectboard will consider attending.

GASIFICATION BURNER

Thomas Houghtaling spoke about a gasification burner that leaves little ash, generates electricity and could be used for heat.

THANKYOU CARDS

The Stamford Volunteer Fire Department and Allyn Basel sent thank you cards for the donation made to the Fire Department in the memory of Peter Basel.

TREASURER

The Selectboard reviewed and confirmed financial statements for the month of May.

HEALTH ORDER

There was a response to the health order issued to the Estate of Frederick Johns.  An appraiser was sent to review the premises to comply with the health order.  The Selectboard will review the status of the order in one month.

211 IN VERMONT

211 in Vermont is a referral service that connects people to services that they may require.  Anyone may use this informational service by dialing 211.

BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY TRAINING

There are two elections coming this year.  BCA training is available in Bennington or local training can be can be an option before the elections.

NATIONAL FOREST

There was a forest fire on National Forest land off Roaring Brook Road caused by people lighting fires a few weeks ago.  The Stamford Fire Department responded with mutual aid on ATV’s.  The ranger said ATV’s were not allowed on National Forest land.  Thomas Houghtaling believes ATV’s are the best way to access the back roads in case of a forest fire.  If we are to respond with mutual aid we should use the best access possible.  A letter will be sent to the District Ranger with this suggestion.

APPRAISAL

The Selectboard asked about the recent change of appraisal notices.  The Town of Stamford was under order to reappraise.  The listers with the assistance of state advisors worked on a new land schedule with minor adjustments that would satisfy the state and avoid the hiring of an appraiser that would cost $100,000.00 or more.  Grievance Hearings will be heard on June 17th and June 19th.  To schedule an appointment with the listers, call the Town Office at 694-1361.

MOTION to adjourn by Thomas Houghtaling.  SECONDED by Eunice Rice.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, June 24th at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.








Eunice M. Rice








Clerk Pro-tem

EMR/pmr

TOWN OF STAMFORD, VERMONT

Chartered 1753
986 Main Road     Stamford, VT    05352
Tel:  802-694-1361

SELECTBOARD MEETING

STAMFORD TOWN OFFICE

Thursday, June 24, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Welcome to a regular meeting of the Stamford Board of Selectmen.  If you have a matter to discuss with the Board that is not included on the Agenda, you may do so by addressing the Chairperson and stating your name and address.

CALL TO ORDER

HEARING OF VISITORS

READING AND APPROVAL OF RECORDS AND ORDERS


Minutes of June 10, 2010 


Selectmen’s Orders

ROAD CONDITIONS

RECYCLING

DISCUSSION


Upper Sumner Road


Ancient Roads


Approval to begin Better Backroads Grant project

ACTION

CORRESPONDENCE


Sign certification of completion for ice storm

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Selectboard will be held on Thursday, 

July 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Office.

